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Korean Past Tense

P a s t  T e n s e  C o n j u g a t i o n  R u l e s
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T o  m a k e  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  i n  K o r e a n  y o u  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  b a s i c
' d i c t i o n a r y  f o r m '  o f  a  v e r b  ( e . g .  먹다  [ m e o k - d a ]  =  t o  e a t )  a n d

c o n j u g a t e  i t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  e n d i n g .

S t e p  1
R e m o v e  다  f r o m  t h e  v e r b  s o  y o u  a r e  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  v e r b  s t e m .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  d r o p  다  f r o m  먹다  [ m e o k - d a ]  y o u ' r e  l e f t  w i t h  먹  [ m e o k ] .

S t e p  2
A d d  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n d i n g s :  았어요  /  었어요  /  였어요 .

T h e  e n d i n g  y o u  a d d  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c o n j u g a t i o n  r u l e s  b e l o w .

Add 았어요 if the last
vowel in the verb stem is

ㅏ or ㅗ.

Add 었어요 if the last
vowel in the verb stem is

NOTㅏ or ㅗ.

았어요 었어요 였어요

Add 였어요 if the verb
ends in 하다.

E x a m p l e : E x a m p l e : E x a m p l e :

살다

+

았어요

=

살았어요

살다 [sal-da] = to live

먹다

+

었어요

=

먹었어요

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat

일하다

+

였어요

=

일했어요

일하다 [il-ha-da] = to work

(ate)(lived) (worked)


