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T o  s a y  ' w a n t '  i n  K o r e a n ,  y o u  m u s t  a t t a c h  t h e  e n d i n g  ~고  싶어요  [ ~ g o
s i - p e o - y o ]  t o  a n  a c t i o n  v e r b  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t
a c t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  s a y  ' I  w a n t  t o  e a t '  i n  K o r e a n

y o u  s i m p l y  a t t a c h  ~고  싶어요  t o  t h e  v e r b  먹다  ( t o  e a t )  t o  m a k e  먹고  싶
어요  ( I  w a n t  t o  e a t . ) .

B: 치킨 먹고 싶어요.

 [chi-kin meok-go si-peo-yo]

Korean English

A: 뭐 먹고 싶어요?

 [mweo meok-go si-peo-yo?]

B: I want to eat chicken.

A: What do you want to eat?

' W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o ? '  i n  K o r e a n  i s  뭐  하고  싶어요 ?  T h i s  i s  m a d e
u p  o f  뭐  ( w h a t )  p l u s  하다  ( t o  d o )  p l u s  ~고싶어요  ( w a n t ) .  T o  m a k e

o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  ' W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  e a t ? '  /  W h a t  d o  y o u
w a n t  t o  w a t c h ? ' ,  e t c ,  s i m p l y  r e p l a c e  t h e  하다  v e r b  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t

v e r b .

A: 뭐 하고 싶어요?

 [mweo ha-go si-peo-yo?]

B: 영화 보고 싶어요.

 [yeong-hwa bo-go si-peo-yo]
B: I want to watch a movie.
A: What do you want to do?


