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Lesson 55: SHE{|A/0f| A A{, O] A

In the previous lesson, you learned how to say ‘to’ in Korean to indicate a
noun as the target of an action. In this lesson, you will learn how to say ‘from’
in Korean using 2HE| X /01| A and Of|A{. By the end of this lesson, you will be
able to say things like, “I received a gift from my friend.”, “I heard it from
Minho.", etc.

KEY INFORMATION

SHE| M/ A = “from’ — used with nouns (people, animals).
0| A = ‘from’ — used with nouns (things, places, plants).

SHEI M /0l AIA and Oll A are used with nouns and refer to the thing that is the
starting point of a certain action. In English, the word ‘from’ is used to
express this (“from Minho”, “from my friend”, etc.). When the preceding noun
is a person or other living creature, StE| A or O|H|A] are used. THEIA is

usually used in spoken language, whereas | A|A{ is usually used in written
language.

When the preceding noun is an inanimate object (places, things, etc), then 0f
M is used to express ‘from’, and not SHE||A{/0{[#H|A]. See the table below for a
summary of this information and the conjugation rules.

Conjugation Rule Examples

SHd (student) — S BHE|| A

o SHAHO|| A| A
Noun + SHE{| A /0l H| A aks (student) — of| Al A

2 (horse) — 0| AH|IA

&t (school) — Sl Of| A

+ 0| A
Noun + 0f}A] theater) — 20| A
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Examples With SHE|A/0f|A|A] and Ol A

X3 = friend
XIS M = from my friend
XIASHE| A MBS BIUO K. = I received a gift from my friend.

MML! = teacher
MMUISHE| M = from the teacher
Q= MMUSHHA MZR T E {0 R. = I learned a new word

144
from the teacher today.

2tC| 2 = radio

2tC| 20| X = from the radio / on the radio

Tof| 2tC|20f|M O] 2l E ERX K. = Earlier, I heard this song on
the radio.

Things To Note

The first thing to note is that in normal everyday conversations, the A| from
StE|Al/0|AHI M is often dropped. For example, the sentence “/ received a gift

from my friend.” may be stated as “XI 7 2tH| M=2 HUA{R." in everyday
conversations.

Another thing to note is that when the starting point of the action is
someone who has a ‘higher’ social status than the speaker, the particle | is
used instead of SHEI|A{/0f|AH|A{. For example,

XM OtHX|H M=2 BIU0{R. (0) = I received a gift from my father.
X= OHHX[NAIM MES LA, (X)
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One final thing to note is that only a limited number of verbs can be used
with SHE|A/0f| A A and 0| A because only a limited number of verbs can
express ‘from’ something. Here is a list of verbs that are commonly used
with SHE|| A/ AH[ A and Ol Af:

o YT} = to receive

e =Lt =to hear/listen

o AL} =to buy

o H{RL} =1to learn

o UZ|C} = to borrow

o M3}t 2L} = to call (on the telephone

Example Sentences

RF ot=l AT A $H=20{Z HiR 11 Y KR. = These days, I'm
learning Korean from my Korean friend.

il

OfH| E[2 =0l ZXt7| 2[At0| M T=2tot 20| K. = Yesterday after work,
I suddenly received a phone call from the office.

MMUE2 718 SHHE0f|A| 226t A28 HI0LR . = Teachers

sometimes receive embarrassing questions from students.

OHE 38| EX0{ 22 = Who did you hear that from?
01 MSHE| SO, = I heard it from Minho.

O] 248 O{C|0{| A At0{R2? = Where did you buy this book?
Ot MU L. TMEUAM UK. =1 didn't buy it. | borrowed it from
the library.
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