
First, let’s take a look at the ending 예요/이에요 [ye-yo/i-e-yo]. 예요/이에요 is
used at the end of a sentence and is similar to the English word ‘is’ in the
sense of ‘is equal to’. To help you understand what we mean, let’s look at an
example.

책 [chaek] = book
책 [chaek] + ~이에요 [i-e-yo] = 책이에요 [chae-gi-e-yo]
책이에요. [chae-gi-e-yo] = It is a book.

When making your own sentences using 예요/이에요 you must choose either
예요 [ye-yo] or 이에요 [i-e-yo] to attach to the noun. The one you use
depends on whether the final letter in the preceding noun is a vowel or a
consonant. See the table below.

Conjugation Rule Examples

Noun Ending In Consonant + 이에요 가방이에요. (It’s a bag.)

Noun Ending In Vowel + 예요 바나나예요. (It’s a banana.)

Lesson 1: 은/는 + 예요/이에요
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Welcome to LearnKorean24’s free Korean language course. In this first
lesson, you will learn how to use the pattern 은/는 + 예요/이에요 to say things
like “It’s a book”, “I am American.”, “I am a teacher.”, etc.
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KEY INFORMATION

예요/이에요 [ye-yo/i-e-yo] = Ending which means ‘equal to’.
은/는 [eun/neun] = Topic Marking Particle

예요/이에요 [ye-yo/i-e-yo]



Next, let’s look at how to say things like “This is a book.“, “I am American.“, “I
am a teacher.“. To make sentences like this you can use 은/는 [eun/neun]
together with 예요/이에요.

은/는 [eun/neun] is what is known as a ‘topic marking particle’ and is used to
mark a noun or pronoun as the topic of the sentence. Here are some
examples:

이것 [i-geot] = this
이것은 [i-geo-seun] = this (with topic marking particle attached)
이것은 책이에요 [i-geo-seun chae-gi-e-yo]. = This is a book.

저 [jeo] = I
저는 [jeo-neun] = I (with topic marking particle attached)
미국 사람 [mi-guk sa-ram] = American Person
저는 미국 사람이에요. [jeo-neun mi-guk sa-ra-mi-e-yo] = I am American.

In the first example, the topic of the sentence is 'this' and so 이것 is marked
with the topic particle 은. In the second example, the topic is 'I' and so 저 is
marked with the topic particle 는.

Here are the conjugation rules for choosing 은 or 는:

Conjugation Rule Examples

Noun Ending In Consonant + 은 이것은 (This)

Noun Ending In Vowel + 는 저는 (I)

Lesson 1: 은/는 + 예요/이에요
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은/는 [eun/neun]



Now let’s look at some example sentences using the structure 은/는 + 예요/
이에요. To make your own sentences using this structure, you can simply
substitute the nouns in the sentences. You can find many free vocabulary
lists on LearnKorean24.com that you can use.

바나나예요. [ba-na-na-ye-yo] = It’s a banana.

가방이에요. [ga-bang-i-e-yo] = It’s a bag.

이것은 사과예요. [i-geo-seun sa-gwa-ye-yo] = This is an apple.

이것은 책이에요. [i-geo-seun chae-gi-e-yo] = This is a book.

저는 제니예요. [jeo-neun je-ni-ye-yo] = I am Jenny.

저는 케빈이에요. [jeo-neun ke-bi-ni-e-yo] = I am Kevin.

저는 미국 사람이에요. [jeo-neun mi-guk sa-ra-mi-e-yo] = I am American.

마이클은 영국 사람이에요. [ma-i-keu-reun yeong-guk sa-ra-mi-e-yo] =
Michael is British.

저는 선생님이에요. [jeo-neun seon-saeng-ni-mi-e-yo] = I am a teacher.

마르틴은 요리사예요. [ma-reu-ti-neun yo-ri-sa-ye-yo] = Martin is a chef.

Lesson 1: 은/는 + 예요/이에요
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Example Sentences



First, let’s take a look at the ending 있어요 [i-sseo-yo]. 있어요 comes from the verb
있다 [it-da] which means ‘to exist’. In the present tense 있다 [it-da] becomes 있어요
[i-sseo-yo] and can mean ‘there is’ and ‘have’. Let's look at some examples.

물이 있어요? [mu-ri i-sseo-yo] = Is there water? / Do you have water?
물이 있어요. [mu-ri i-sseo-yo] = There is water. / I have water.
사과가 있어요? [sa-gwa-ga i-sseo-yo] = Is there an apple? / Do you have
an apple?
사과가 있어요. [sa-gwa-ga i-sseo-yo] = There is an apple. / I have an
apple.

As you can see, 있어요 can be used in both statements and questions. To
make a question, all you need to do is raise your intonation at the end of the
word.

Lesson 2: 이/가 + 있어요/없어요
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In this lesson, you will learn how to use the pattern 이/가 + 있어요/없어요 to
say things like “There is (something).“, “There isn’t (something)”, “I have
(something)“, “I don’t have (something)“.
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KEY INFORMATION
있어요 [i-sseo-yo] = Ending which means ‘there is’ or ‘have’.

없어요 [eop-seo-yo] = Ending which means ‘there isn’t’ or ‘don’t have’.
이/가 [i/ga] = Subject Marking Particle

있어요 [i-sseo-yo] = there is/have

없어요 [eop-seo-yo] = there isn’t/don’t have

없어요 [eop-seo-yo] is the opposite of 있어요 [i-sseo-yo]. It comes from the verb 없
다 [eop-da] which means ‘to not exist’. In the present tense, 없다 [eop-da] becomes
없어요 [eop-seo-yo] and means ‘there is not’ or ‘don’t have’. Here are some
examples: 



물이 있어요? [mu-ri i-sseo-yo] = Is there water? / Do you have water?
물이 없어요. [mu-ri eop-seo-yo] = There isn’t water. / I don’t have water.
사과가 있어요? [sa-gwa-ga i-sseo-yo] = Is there an apple? / Do you have
an apple?
사과가 없어요. [sa-gwa-ga eop-seo-yo] = There isn’t an apple. / I don’t
have an apple.

Lesson 2: 이/가 + 있어요/없어요
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이/가 [i/ga] = Subject Marking Particle

In the previous lesson, you learned that 은/는 [eun/neun] is a particle used to mark
the topic of a sentence. Another Korean particle is 이/가 [i/ga]. 이/가 is what is
known as a ‘subject marking particle’. It is used to mark the subject of a sentence.

The subject of a sentence is the person or thing that is doing the verb, or, in the
case of adjectives, the person or thing being described. For example, in the
sentence 물이 있어요 [mu-ri i-sseo-yo], 물 (water) is marked with the subject
marking particle 이 because it is the thing that is doing the verb (the verb being 있
어요 = exist).

Here are the conjugation rules for choosing 이 or 가:

Conjugation Rule Examples

Noun Ending In Consonant + 이 물이 (water)

Noun Ending In Vowel + 가 사과가 (apple)



책이 있어요? [chae-gi i-sseo-yo] = Is there a book? / Do you have a book?

네, 책이 있어요. [ne, chae-gi i-sseo-yo] = Yes, there is a book. / Yes, I have a

book.

모자가 있어요? [mo-ja-ga i-sseo-yo] = Is there a hat? / Do you have a hat?

아니요, 모자가 없어요. [a-ni-yo, mo-ja-ga eop-seo-yo] = No, there isn’t a hat. /

No, I don’t have a hat.

Lesson 2: 이/가 + 있어요/없어요
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Example Sentences



When you look up Korean verbs in a dictionary you will find that they are written in
the infinitive form and each verb ends in 다 [da]. For example, ‘to eat’ in Korean is
먹다 [meok-da]. When you want to use a Korean verb in a sentence, you must first
remove 다 so you are left with the ‘verb stem’. So, the verb stem of 먹다 [meok-da]
is 먹 [meok].

Once you have the verb stem, you can then attach different endings to the verb to
express different tenses and grammatical functions. Changing a verb or adjective
in this way is known as conjugation. In this lesson, we will just be focusing on the
present tense conjugation 아/어/여요.

*Please note that in spoken Korean, the present tense form can also mean the present
progressive tense (e.g. eating, studying, cleaning, etc.). There is a specific way to make the
present progressive form, but Koreans often just use the present tense form instead.

Lesson 3: 아/어/여요
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In this lesson, you will learn how to take the dictionary form of a verb and
change it into the present tense by adding 아요, 어요, or 여요.
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KEY INFORMATION
아/어/여요 = Present tense ending

Verb Stems: Remove 다 from the dictionary form of a verb to get the ‘verb stem’.
Conjugation Rule 1: Last vowel in verb stem is ㅏ or ㅗ + 아요

Conjugation Rule 2: Last vowel in verb stem is NOTㅏ or ㅗ + 어요
Conjugation Rule 3: Verb ends in 하다 + 여요

아요 [a-yo]
If the last vowel in the verb stem is either ㅏ or ㅗ then we attach 아요 to the verb
stem to get the present tense. Let’s look at an example:

살다 [sal-da] = to live (dictionary form of verb)
살 [sal] = live (verb stem)
살아요 [sa-ra-yo] = live (present tense)

As you can see in the example above, after removing 다 from 살다 you are left with
the verb stem 살. The final vowel in 살 is ㅏ, and so we attach 아요 to make 살아요.

https://learnkorean24.com/conjugation-in-korean/


Lesson 3: 아/어/여요
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어요 [eo-yo]

If the last vowel in the verb stem is NOT ㅏ or ㅗ then we attach 어요 to the verb
stem to get the present tense. Let’s look at an example:

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat (dictionary form of verb)
먹 [meok] = eat (verb stem)
먹어요 [meo-geo-yo] = eat (present tense)

As you can see in the example above, after removing 다 from 먹다 you are left with
the verb stem 먹. The final vowel in 먹 is ㅓ, and so we attach 어요 to make 먹어요.

여요 [yeo-yo]

If a verb ends in 하다, then we add 여요 to change that verb into the present tense.
하다 [ha-da] means ‘to do’ and many Korean verbs are simply a noun plus 하다.
These so-called ‘하다 verbs’ are the easiest to learn because they are all
conjugated in the same way.

Like other verbs, first, we must remove 다 from 하다 so we are left with the verb
stem 하. Then we attach 여요 to make 해요 [hae-yo]. (Originally 하+여요 became 하
여요 but over time this became 해요. All you need to remember is that 하다 verbs in
the present tense are 해요.) Here are some more examples:

공부하다 [gong-bu-ha-da] = to study (dictionary form)
공부해요 [gong-bu-hae-yo] = study (present tense)
청소하다 [cheong-so-ha-da] = to clean (dictionary form)
청소해요 [cheong-so-hae-yo] = clean (present tense)

If you want to practice making the present tense with many different verbs, visit
www.LearnKorean24.com/Korean-verbs-list where you can find a list of 100 basic
Korean verbs to practice with.



에 [ae] is what is sometimes referred to as a ‘location marking particle’. It is used
to mark a noun as the location where something exists or doesn’t exist, the place
where you are going to, or the time at which something takes place. To help you
understand what we mean, let’s take a look at each of these usages one by one.

Lesson 4: 에
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In this lesson, you will learn how to use the particle 에 [ae] to say things like
"He/She is at home.", "I am going to the park.", and "I wake up at 6."
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KEY INFORMATION
에 [ae] = Location & Time Particle

Usage 1: Place
Usage 2: Destination

Usage 3: Time

Usage 1: Place

The particle 에 can be used to mark a noun as the place where someone or
something exists or doesn’t exist. Let’s look at some examples:

집에 있어요. [ji-be i-sseo-yo] = (I/He/She) is at home.
집에 없어요. [ji-be eop-seo-yo] = (I/He/She) is not at home.
책이 가방에 있어요. [chae-gi ga-bang-e i-sseo-yo] = The book is in the bag.
책이 가방에 없어요. [chae-gi ga-bang-e eop-seo-yo] = The book is not in the bag.
베개가 침대에 있어요. [be-gae-ga chim-dae-e i-sseo-yo] = The pillow is on the bed.
베개가 침대에 없어요. [be-gae-ga chim-dae-e eop-seo-yo] = The pillow is not on the
bed

In the examples above, 에 is attached to a noun to ‘mark’ that noun as the location
where something or someone exists or doesn’t exist. When translated into English,
the prepositions ‘at‘, ‘in‘, and ‘on‘ are used, but in Korean these are all realized by
the location marking particle 에.



Lesson 4: 에
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Usage 2: Destination

The particle 에 can be used to mark a noun as the destination that someone or
something is going to. When 에 is used to mark a noun as the destination, it is
followed by verbs that indicate movement such as 가다 [ga-da] (to go), 오다 [o-da]
(to come), and 다니다 [da-ni-da] (to attend). Let’s look at some examples:

공원에 가요. [gong-wo-ne ga-yo] = I’m going to the park.
친구가 집에 와요. [chin-gu-ga ji-be wa-yo] = My friend is coming to my house.
서울대학교에 다녀요. [seo-ul-dae-hak-gyo-e da-nyeo-yo] = I go to / attend Seoul
University.

As you can see in these examples, 에 is similar to the English preposition ‘to‘ when
used to mark a noun as the destination that someone or something is going to.

Usage 3: Time

The particle 에 can be used to indicate the time when something happens. Let’s
look at some examples:

6시에 일어나요. [yeo-seot-si-e i-reo-na-yo] = I get up at 6.
아침에 운동해요. [a-chi-me un-dong-hae-yo] = I exercise in the morning.
주말에 청소해요. [ju-ma-re cheong-so-hae-yo] = I clean on weekends.
내년에 미국에 가요. [nae-nyeo-ne mi-gu-ge ga-yo] = I’m going to America next year.

*Please note that 에 cannot be used with the following words: 오늘 (today), 어제
(yesterday), 내일 (tomorrow), and 언제 (when). This is a common mistake beginner
Korean learners often make.



을/를 [eul/reul] is what is known as an ‘object marking particle’. If you remember
from previous lessons, Korean particles are used to indicate a particular function
or grammatical relation of a word in a sentence. The particle 을/를 [eul/reul] marks
a noun as the object of a sentence.

If you’re not sure what the ‘object’ of a sentence is, it is the noun that is being
affected by a verb. For example, in the sentence “I drink coffee“, ‘coffee’ is the
object of the sentence because it is the thing being affected by the verb ‘drink’ (i.e
coffee is the thing being drunk). Confused? Don’t worry. Here are some more
examples to help explain what we mean:

책을 읽어요. [chae-geul il-geo-yo] = I read books. / I’m reading a book.
친구를 만나요. [chin-gu-reul man-na-yo] = I meet my friend. / I’m meeting my
friend.

In the first sentence, 책 (book) is marked with the object marking particle 을
because this is the target of the verb 읽다 (to read) (i.e. the book is the thing being
read). In the second sentence, 친구 (friend) is marked with the object marking
particle 를 because this is the target of the verb 만나다 (to meet) (i.e. the friend is
the thing being met).

You may have noticed that in the first sentence 을 is used to mark the object, and
in the second sentence, 를 is used. This is because with nouns that end in a
consonant, 을 is attached, and with nouns that end in a vowel, 를 is attached. 

Lesson 5: 을/를
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In this lesson, you will learn about how to use the particle 을/를 [eul/reul] to
‘mark’ the object of a sentence and make sentences like “I watch movies”, “I
drink coffee”, and “I read books”.
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KEY INFORMATION
을/를 [eul/reul] = Object Marking Particle

Conjugation 1: Noun ending in a consonant + 을
Conjugation 2: Noun ending in a vowel + 를



The verbs used in the examples above (읽다 = to read, 만나다 = to meet) are called
‘transitive verbs’. Transitive verbs are verbs that always require an object. To help
you understand what we mean, think of the verb ‘to read’. You can’t just ‘read’, you
need something to read. That is to say, the verb ‘to read’ requires an object such
as ‘a book’, ‘a newspaper’, etc.

So, if you’re making a Korean sentence that includes a transitive verb, be sure to
mark the object in the sentence with the object marking particle 을/를. Here are
some common transitive verbs:

보다 [bo-da] = to see/watch

사다 [sa-da] = to buy

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat

읽다 [ik-da] = to read

마시다 [ma-si-da] = to drink

만나다 [man-na-da] = to meet

배우다 [bae-u-da] = to learn

좋아하다 [jo-a-ha-da] = to like

Lesson 5: 을/를

LearnKorean24.com
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을/를 Conjugation Rules

Conjugation Rule Examples

Noun Ending In Consonant + 을
책을 (book)

밥을 (rice/meal)

Noun Ending In Vowel + 를
친구를 (friend)
영화를 (movie)

Tip: Transitive Verbs



책을 읽어요. [chae-geul il-geo-yo] = I read books. / I’m reading a book.

밥을 먹어요. [ba-beul meo-geo-yo]= I eat food. / I’m eating a meal.

영화를 봐요. [yeong-hwa-reul bwa-yo] = I watch a movie. / I’m watching a
movie.

친구를 만나요. [chin-gu-reul man-na-yo] = I meet my friend. / I’m meeting my
friend.

한국어를 배워요. [han-gu-geo-reul bae-wo-yo] = I learn Korean. / I am
learning Korean.

사과를 좋아해요. [sa-gwa-reul jo-a-hae-yo] = I like apples.

Lesson 5: 을/를
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Example Sentences



Lesson 6: 이/가 + Adjective
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In this lesson, we will take another look at the subject marking particle 이/가
that we covered in lesson 2. There are two main uses of this particle: to mark
a noun in a sentence as the person or thing doing the verb or to mark a noun
as the person or thing being described by an adjective.

In this lesson, you will learn the second usage. That is, you will learn how to
use the particle 이/가 together with adjectives to say things like “The weather
is good.”, “Coffee is delicious.“, etc. If you need to review the usage of 이/가
with verbs, check out lesson 2.
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KEY INFORMATION
이/가 [i/ga] = Subject Marking Particle

Conjugation 1: Noun ending in a consonant + 이
Conjugation 2: Noun ending in a vowel + 가

Some have difficulty identifying the subject of a sentence, but once you get
used to it, it’s quite easy. Take a look at the following examples. Can you
identify the subject in each sentence?

The apple is delicious.
The weather is good.
The book is interesting.

The subjects in these sentences are ‘apple, ‘weather’, and ‘book’. But how
can you tell? Well, the subject is the thing being described by the adjective.
So the apple is being described as delicious, the weather is being described
as good and the book is being described as interesting. When making these
sentences in Korean, we use 이/가 to mark the subject in the sentence.

사과가 맛있어요. [sa-gwa-ga ma-si-sseo-yo] = The apple is delicious.
날씨가 좋아요. [nal-ssi-ga jo-a-yo] = The weather is good.
책이 재미있어요. [chae-gi jae-mi-i-sseo-yo] = The book is interesting.



Lesson 6: 이/가 + Adjective
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이/가 Conjugation Rule

When attaching 이 or 가 to a noun, you must choose the correct one. The one
you choose depends on whether the preceding noun ends in a consonant or
a vowel. See the table below.

Conjugation Rule Examples

Noun Ending In Consonant + 이
책이 (book)
가방이 (bag)

Noun Ending In A Vowel + 가
날씨가 (weather)
커피가 (coffee)

옷이 작아요. [o-si ja-ga-yo] = The clothes are small.

가방이 싸요. [ga-bang-i ssa-yo] = The bag is cheap.

모자가 비싸요. [mo-ja-ga bi-ssa-yo] = The hat is expensive.

날씨가 좋아요. [nal-ssi-ga jo-a-yo] = The weather is good.

책이 재미있어요. [chae-gi jae-mi-i-sseo-yo] = The book is interesting.

커피가 맛있어요. [keo-pi-ga ma-si-sseo-yo] = Coffee is delicious.

Example Sentences



Lesson 7: 안
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In this lesson, you will learn how to use the adverb 안 [an]. 안 is a ‘negative
adverb’ that is similar to the English word ‘not’ and is used to make negative
sentences. By the end of this lesson, you’ll be able to make sentences like
“The weather is not good.“, “I do not drink coffee.“, etc.
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KEY INFORMATION
안 [an] = Negative Adverb

Conjugation: 안 + Verb/Adjective

Using the negative adverb 안 [an] to make negative sentences is really easy.
All you need to do is place 안 in front of the verb or adjective in a sentence.
Let’s look at some examples.

마시다 [ma-si-da] = to drink (verb)
아침에 커피를 마셔요. [a-chim-e keo-pi-reul ma-syeo-yo] = I drink coffee in
the morning.

아침에 커피를 안 마셔요. [a-chim-e keo-pi-reul an ma-syeo-yo] = I don’t drink
coffee in the morning.

좋다 [jo-ta] = to be good (adjective)
날씨가 좋아요. [nal-ssi-ga jo-a-yo] = The weather is good.

날씨가 안 좋아요. [nal-ssi-ga an jo-a-yo] = The weather is not good.

하다 Verbs
The way to make negative sentences with 하다 [ha-da] verbs is a little more
difficult. You may remember from a previous lesson that 하다 [ha-da] is a
verb that means ‘to do’. There are many verbs in Korean that end in 하다 and
most of these are made up of a noun plus the verb 하다. For example, the
noun for ‘work’ is 일 [il], and the verb ‘to work’ is 일하다 [il-ha-da].



Lesson 7: 안
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So, when using 안 to make negative sentences with 하다 verbs, you must
place 안 between the noun part and the verb 하다. To help you understand
what we mean, here are some examples:

일해요. [il-hae-yo] = I work.
일 안 해요. [il an hae-yo] = I don’t work. (not 안 일해요)

요리해요. [yo-ri-hae-yo.] = I cook.
요리 안 해요. [yo-ri an hae-yo.] = I don’t cook. (not 안 요리해요)
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Exceptions

옷이 안 싸요. [o-si an ssa-yo] = The clothes aren’t cheap.

방이 안 깨끗해요. [bang-i an kkae-kkeu-tae-yo] = The room isn’t clean.

날씨가 안 좋아요. [nal-ssi-ga an jo-a-yo] = The weather is not good.

빵을 안 먹어요. [ppang-eul an meo-geo-yo] = I don’t eat bread.

고기를 안 좋아해요. [go-gi-reul an jo-a-hae-yo] = I don’t like meat.

일요일에 일 안 해요. [i-ryo-i-re il an hae-yo] = I don’t work on Sundays.

안 is not used to make negative sentences with the verbs 있다 (to exist/to
have), 알다 (to know), and adjectives ending in 있다 such as 맛있다 (to be
delicious), 재미있다 (to be interesting). This is because the antonym
(opposite word) is used instead. Here are some examples:

물이 있어요? [mu-ri i-sseo-yo] = Is there any water?
아니요. 없어요. [a-ni-yo eop-sseo-yo] = No. There is no water.

그 사람을 알아요? [geu sa-ra-meul a-ra-yo] = Do you know that person?
아니요. 몰라요. [a-ni-yo mol-la-yo] = No. I don’t know him/her.

Example Sentences
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In this lesson, you will learn how to take the dictionary form of a verb and
change it into the past tense by adding 았어요, 었어요, or 였어요. If you
remember how to change verbs into the present tense from lesson 3, then
changing verbs into the past tense is really easy.
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KEY INFORMATION
았/었/였어요 = Past tense ending

Conjugation Rule 1: Last vowel in verb stem is ㅏ or ㅗ + 았어요.
Conjugation Rule 2: Last vowel in verb stem is NOTㅏ or ㅗ + 었어요.

Conjugation Rule 3: Verb ends in 하다 + 였어요.

As you learned in previous lessons, the first thing you need to do before
conjugating a verb is to take the dictionary form of the verb and remove 다.
This will leave you with the ‘verb stem’. For example, the verb stem of 먹다
[meok-da] (to eat) is 먹 [meok].

Once you have the verb stem, the next step is to attach the past tense ending
았어요, 었어요, or 였어요. Just like the present tense, the ending you attach is
determined by the final vowel in the verb stem. Let’s look at the rules for
each of these endings.

았어요 [a-sseo-yo]
If the last vowel in the verb stem is either ㅏ or ㅗ then we attach 았어요 [a-
sseo-yo] to the verb stem to get the past tense. Let’s look at an example:

살다 [sal-da] = to live (dictionary form of verb)
살 [sal] = live (verb stem)
살았어요 [sa-ra-sseo-yo] = lived (past tense)

As you can see, after removing 다 from the verb 살다 you are left with the
verb stem 살. The last vowel in 살 is ㅏ and so to make the past tense you
must attach 았어요 to make 살았어요.
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었어요 [eo-sseo-yo]

If the last vowel in the verb stem is NOT ㅏ or ㅗ then we attach 었어요 [eo-
sseo-yo] to make the past tense. Here is an example:

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat (dictionary form of verb)
먹 [meok] = eat (verb stem)
먹었어요 [meo-geo-sseo-yo] = ate (past tense)

였어요 [yeo-sseo-yo]

If a verb ends in 하다, then we add 였어요 [yeo-sseo-yo] to change that verb
into the past tense. (Originally 하+였어요 became 하였어요 but over time this
became 했어요. All you need to remember is that 하다 verbs in the past tense
are 했어요.) Here are some examples:

공부하다 [gong-bu-ha-da] = to study (dictionary form)
공부했어요 [gong-bu-hae-sseo-yo] = studied (past tense)
청소하다 [cheong-so-ha-da] = to clean (dictionary form)
청소했어요 [cheong-so-hae-sseo-yo] = cleaned (past tense)
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In a previous lesson, you learned how to use the location marking particle 에
[ae] to mark a noun as the location where something exists or doesn’t exist,
the place where you are going to, or the time at which something takes
place. In this lesson, you will learn the particle 에서 [ae-seo] which can be
used to mark a noun as the location where an action is taking place.
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KEY INFORMATION
에서 [ae-seo] = Location Particle

Usage 1: Marks a place where an action takes place
Usage 2: Expresses ‘from a place’

The particle 에서 [ae-seo] is attached to nouns to mark that noun as the
place where something takes place. To help you understand what we mean,
let’s look at an example.

학교에서 공부해요. [hak-gyo-e-seo gong-bu-hae-yo] = I study at school.
공원에서 운동했어요. [gong-won e-seo un-dong-hae-sseo-yo] = I exercised at
the park.

As you can see, in the first sentence, the word for school (학교) is followed
by 에서 to mark the noun ‘school’ as the location where the speaker studies.
And in the second sentence, the word for ‘park’ (공원) is followed by 에서 to
mark the noun ‘park’ as the location where the speaker exercised.

Usage 1:
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에 expresses a location where something exists, a destination, or a time at
which something happens, whereas 에서 expresses a location at which an
action takes place. Consider the following sentences:

집에 있어요. [jib-ae i-sseo-yo] = I am at home.
집에서 공부해요 [jib-ae-seo gong-bu-hae-yo] = I am studying at home.

The first sentence expresses that the speaker ‘is’ at home. That is, the place
where they are ‘existing’ right now is at home. The second sentence
expresses that the place where the speaker is studying is at home. In
English, both sentences use the preposition ‘at‘, but in Korean 에 is used in
the first sentence, and 에서 is used in the second sentence.

Tip: If you have difficulty remembering whether to use 에 or 에서, just
consider if the sentence you are trying to make has an action verb. If it does,
then you will need to use 에서 to mark the place where that action takes
place.

에 vs 에서

Usage 2:
The particle 에서 is also used to express ‘from a place’. For example, a
common question you would get asked as a foreigner in Korea is “Where are
you from?“. You can answer in the following way:

어디에서 왔어요? [eo-di-e-seo wa-sseo-yo?] = Where are you from? (Lit.
Where did you come from?)

영국에서 왔어요. [yeong-gu-ge-seo wa-sseo-yo] = I came from England.

As you can see, the country 영국 (England) is marked with 에서 and this is
followed by the past tense of the verb ‘to come’. So, in this example, 에서
marks 영국 (England) as the country where the speaker came from.

https://learnkorean24.com/where-are-you-from-in-korean/
https://learnkorean24.com/where-are-you-from-in-korean/
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In this lesson, you will learn how to say ‘from‘ and ‘to‘ in Korean when talking
about a physical range or temporal range over which an event or an action
takes place. By the end of this lesson, you’ll be able to say things like “From
A to B“, “From 10 o’clock to two o’clock“, etc.
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KEY INFORMATION
에서 [ae-seo] = from (a place)
부터 [bu-teo] = from (a time)
까지 [kka-ji] = to (place/time)

In the previous lesson, you learned that 에서 can mark a location where an
action takes place or can express ‘from a place’. 까지 [kka-ji] is attached to
nouns to express ‘to a place’. The structure Noun+에서 Noun+까지 is used to
say ‘from A to B’ when talking about physical locations. To help you
understand what we mean, let’s look at some examples:

집에서 학교까지 [ji-be-seo hak-gyo-kka-ji] = from home to school

부산에서 서울까지 [bu-sa-ne-seo seo-ul-kka-ji] = from Busan to Seoul

한국에서 영국까지 [han-gu-ge-seo yeong-guk-kka-ji] = from Korea to England

Noun + 에서 Noun + 까지

Noun + 부터 Noun + 까지

부터 [bu-teo] is similar in meaning to 에서 but is used when talking about
time. The structure Noun+부터 Noun+까지 is used to say ‘from time A to time
B’. Let’s look at some examples:

12시부터 1시까지 [yeol-du-si-bu-teo han-si-kka-ji] = from twelve to one

토요일부터 월요일까지 [to-yo-il-bu-teo wo-ryo-il-kka-ji] = from Saturday to

Monday

2월부터 3월까지 [i-wol-bu-teo sa-mwol-kka-ji] = from February to March
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There are no special conjugation rules using the structures above, so it is
quite easy to make your own sentences. All you need to remember is to
place 에서/부터/까지 after the nouns. This is different from English in which
‘from’ and ‘to’ are placed before the noun.

Here are some example sentences:

여기에서 집까지 멀어요? [yeo-gi-e-seo jip-kka-ji meo-reo-yo] = Is it far from
here to home?

이 식당은 열 시부터 열 시까지 열어요. [i sik-dang-eun yeol si-bu-teo yeol si-
kka-ji yeo-reo-yo] = This restaurant is open from 10 a.m until 10 p.m.

학교에서 집까지 걸어왔어요. [hak-gyo-e-seo jip-kka-ji geo-reo-wa-sseo-yo] = I
walked home from school.

점심시간은 열두 시부터 한 시까지예요. [jeom-sim-si-ga-neun yeol-du si-bu-teo
han si-kka-ji-ye-yo] = Lunchtime is from 12 until 1.

여기에서 부산역까지 어떻게 가요? [yeo-gi-e-seo bu-san-yeok-kka-ji eo-tteo-ke
ga-yo] = How do you get from here to Busan station?

언제부터 언제까지 방학이에요? [eon-je-bu-teo eon-je-kka-ji bang-ha-gi-e-yo] =
When is the school vacation?

Example Sentences
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In this lesson, you will learn how to use ~하고 [ha-go], which means ‘and’ or
‘with’, to say things like “I bought an apple and a banana.” and “I went to
Busan with my friend.“
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KEY INFORMATION
하고 [ha-go] = and / with

하고 should only be used with nouns.

To use 하고 [ha-go] to say ‘and’ in a sentence with two nouns, attach 하고 to
the first noun without a space. After 하고, there is a space before the second
noun. Here are some examples:

사과하고 바나나 [sa-gwa-ha-go ba-na-na] = an apple and a banana
빵하고 우유 [ppang-ha-go u-yu] = bread and milk

하고 can also be used with more than two nouns if you are listing many
things. In English, when listing things like this ‘and’ is only placed before the
final noun (Bread, milk, and cheese). However, in Korean, 하고 is placed
between each noun (빵하고 우유하고 치즈).

Usage 1: And

Usage 2: With
하고 can also mean ‘with (someone)’ in some contexts. Again, 하고 is placed
after the first noun without any space. Here are some examples:

친구하고 [chin-gu-ha-go] = with my friend.

어머니하고 동생하고 [eo-meo-ni-ha-go dong-saeng-ha-go] = with my mother

and my younger brother/sister

아버지하고 어머니하고 동생하고 [a-beo-ji-ha-go eo-meo-ni-ha-go dong-

saeng-ha-go] = with my father, my mother, and my younger brother/sister
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As you can see, it is really easy to make longer sentences using 하고. Here
are some example sentences using 하고:

사과하고 바나나를 먹었어요. [sa-gwa-ha-go ba-na-na-reul meo-geo-sse-yo] =
I ate an apple and a banana.

빵하고 우유하고 치즈를 샀어요. [ppang-ha-go u-yu-ha-go chi-jeu-reul sa-
sseo-yo] = I bought bread, milk, and cheese.

친구하고 부산에 갔어요. [chin-gu-ha-go bu-sa-ne ga-sseo-yo] = I went to
Busan with my friend.

어머니하고 동생하고 영화를 봤어요. [eo-meo-ni-ha-go dong-saeng-ha-go
yeong-hwa-reul bwa-sseo-yo] = I watched a movie with my mother and my
younger brother/sister.

Example Sentences
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In this lesson, you will how to use the ending (으)세요 [(eu)-se-yo] to make
imperative sentences. Imperative sentences are sentences used to give a
command, instruction, or to make a request. By the end of this lesson, you
will be able to say things like “Please sit on your seat“, and “Please give me
(something).“
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KEY INFORMATION
(으)세요 [(eu)-se-yo] = Imperative ending

Conjugation Rule 1: Verb stem ends in consonant + 으세요
Conjugation Rule 2: Verb stem ends in vowel + 세요

Conjugation Rules

(으)세요 is a polite imperative ending, and so by attaching this ending to a
verb stem, it gives the meaning of ‘please do (something)’. To help you
understand what we mean, here are some examples:

가다 [ga-da] = to go
가세요 [ga-se-yo] = please go

앉다 [an-da] = to sit
앉으세요 [an-jeu-se-yo] = please sit

청소하다 [cheong-so-ha-da] = to clean
청소하세요 [cheong-so-ha-se-yo] = please clean

Conjugation Rule Examples

Verb Stem Ends In Consonant + 으세요 읽으세요 (please read)

Verb Stem Ends In Vowel + 세요 가세요 (please go)
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주세요 (Please Give Me)

A very common imperative form that is used is 주세요 [ju-se-yo]. This is
made up of the verb 주다 (to give) plus the imperative ending 세요. This can
be used in sentences to ask for things in Korean. For example, “Please give
me coffee” (커피 주세요), “Please give me money” (돈 주세요), etc.

Example Sentences
열심히 공부하세요. [yeol-sim-hi gong-bu-ha-se-yo] = Please study hard.

책을 펴세요. [chae-geul pyeo-se-yo] = Please open your book.

맥주 주세요. [maek-ju ju-se-yo] = Please give me beer.

밥 주세요. [bap ju-se-yo] = Please give me rice.
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In this lesson, you will how to use the question ending (으)ㄹ까요 to make a
suggestion or to ask for the listener’s opinion. By the end of this lesson, you
will be able to say things like “Shall we eat lunch together?“, and “Shall I open
the window?“.
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KEY INFORMATION
(으)ㄹ까요 [(eu)l-kka-yo] = Shall we~? / Shall I~?

Conjugation Rule 1: Verb stem ends in consonant + 을까요
Conjugation Rule 2: Verb stem ends in vowel + ㄹ까요

Usage 1: Making A Suggestion

The ending (으)ㄹ까요 is similar to the English word ‘shall’ and is used to
either make a suggestion or to ask someone’s opinion. As (으)ㄹ까요 is a
question ending, it can only be used to make questions. It can not be used to
say “I shall do (something)”. 

The ending (으)ㄹ까요 is used to make suggestions and it gives the meaning
of ‘Shall we~?’, ‘ Why don’t we~?’, ‘Shall I~?’ or ‘Do you want me to ~?’. Here
are some examples:

가다 [ga-da] = to go
갈까요? [gal-kka-yo] = Shall we go? / Why don’t we go?

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat
점심 먹을까요? [jeom-sim meo-geul-kka-yo] = Shall we eat lunch? / Why
don’t we eat lunch?

열다 [yeol-da] = to open
창문을 열까요? [chang-mu-neul yeol-kka-yo] = Shall I open the window? / Do
you want me to open the window?

전화하다 [jeon-hwa-ha-da] = to call
저녁에 전화할까요? [jeo-nyeo-ge jeon-hwa-hal-kka-yo] = Shall I call you in
the evening? / Do you want to me call you in the evening?
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Usage 2: Asking For An Opinion

The ending (으)ㄹ까요 is also used to ask for the listener’s opinion when used
together with the question words 뭐 (what), 어디 (where), 언제 (when), etc.
Here are some examples:

가다 [ga-da] = to go
어디에 갈까요? [eo-di-e gal-kka-yo] = Where shall we go?

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat
뭐 먹을까요? [mwo meo-geul-kka-yo] = What shall we eat?

전화하다 [jeon-hwa-ha-da] = to call
언제 전화할까요? [eon-je jeon-hwa-hal-kka-yo] = When shall I call you?

드리다 [deu-ri-da] = to give (honorific word for 주다 to give)
뭐 드릴까요? [mwo deu-ril-kka-yo] = What would you like? (Lit. What shall I
give you?)

Conjugation Rules

Conjugation Rule Examples

Verb Stem Ends In Consonant + 을까요 먹을까요 (shall we/I eat?)

Verb Stem Ends In Vowel + ㄹ까요 갈까요 (shall we/I go?)
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Example Sentences

어디에 갈까요? [eo-di-e gal-kka-yo] = Where shall we go?

공원에 가요. [gong-wo-ne ga-yo] = Let’s go to the park.

같이 점심 먹을까요? [jeom-sim meo-geul-kka-yo] = Shall we eat lunch

together?

네, 좋아요. [ne jo-a-yo] = Okay, sounds good.

언제 전화할까요? [eon-je jeon-hwa-hal-kka-yo] = When shall I call you?

저녁에 전화하세요. [jeo-nyeo-ge jeon-hwa-ha-se-yo] = Please call me in the

evening.

뭐 드릴까요? [mwo deu-ril-kka-yo] = What would you like?

커피 주세요. [keo-pi ju-se-yo] = Coffee, please.
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In this lesson, you will learn how to use 고 싶어요 [go si-peo-yo] to say things
like “What do you want to do?“, “I want to watch a movie“, “What do you want
to eat?“, “I want to eat pizza“.
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KEY INFORMATION

고 싶어요 [go si-peo-yo] = I want to~
Conjugation: Verb Stem + 고 싶어요

고 싶어요 can be attached to action verbs to express that you want to do that
action. There are no special conjugation rules with this ending, so it is super
easy to use. All you need to do is remove 다 from an action verb so you are
left with the verb stem, and then add 고 싶어요. Let’s look at some examples:

먹다 [meok-da] = to eat
먹고 싶어요 [meok-go si-peo-yo] = want to eat
치킨 먹고 싶어요. [chi-kin meok-go si-peo-yo] = I want to eat chicken.

가다 [ga-da] = to go
가고 싶어요 [ga-go si-peo-yo] = want to go
한국에 가고 싶어요 [han-gu-ge ga-go si-peo-yo] = I want to go to Korea.

보다 [bo-da] = to see/watch
보고 싶어요 [bo-go si-peo-yo] = want to see/watch
영화 보고 싶어요. [yeong-hwa bo-go si-peo-yo] = I want to watch a movie.
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Making Questions
It is really easy to make questions with 고 싶어요 to ask questions such as
"What do you want to do?", "What do you want to eat?", etc. To do so, you
need to add the word 뭐 [mwo] (what)* at the start of the sentence and raise
your intonation at the end of the sentence to show it is a question. Here are
some examples:

뭐 하고 싶어요? [mweo ha-go-si-peo-yo?] = What do you want to do?
뭐 먹고 싶어요? [mweo meok-go-si-peo-yo?] = What do you want to eat?
뭐 보고 싶어요? [mweo bo-go-si-peo-yo?] = What do you want to watch?

*Please note that 뭐 should never be followed by a noun. So, if you are trying to say 'what'
in Korean followed by a noun, a different word is used. This will be taught in a future
lesson. 

Example Dialogues
뭐 마시고 싶어요? [mwo ma-si-go si-peo-yo] = What do you want to drink?
커피 마시고 싶어요. [keo-pi ma-si-go si-peo-yo] = I want to drink coffee.

내일 뭐 하고 싶어요? [nae-il mwo ha-go si-peo-yo] = What do you want to do
tomorrow?
쇼핑하고 싶어요. [syo-ping-ha-go si-peo-yo] = I want to go shopping. 

오늘 저녁에 뭐 먹고 싶어요? [o-neul jeo-nyeo-ge mwo meok-go si-peo-yo] =
What do you want to eat this evening?
피자 먹고 싶어요. [pi-ja meok-go si-peo-yo] = I want to eat pizza.

Important!
When you are talking about someone in the third person (i.e. he/she wants to
do (something)) then a different expression is used. 고 싶어 해요 [go si-peo
hae-yo] is attached and NOT 고 싶어요 . Here is an example:

친구는 영화 보고 싶어 해요. = My friend wants to watch a movie. (NOT 보고 싶
어요.)
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In this lesson, you will learn the days of the week in Korean and how to ask
and answer “Xibu!ebz!jt!ju@“, “Xibu!ebz!jt!ju!upebz@“, and “Xibu!ebz!jt!ju
upnpsspx@“.

Gsff!mfttpo!opuft!epxompbefe!gspn
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KEY INFORMATION

7  [yo-il] = day
Æ' [o-neul] = today
A  [nae-il] = tomorrow

�r7 [i-e-yo] = ending meaning ‘equal to’

Days Of The Week

Korean English

w7  [wo-ryo-il] Monday

�7  [hwa-yo-il] Tuesday

¶7  [su-yo-il] Wednesday

@7  [mo-gyo-il] Thursday

�7  [geu-myo-il] Friday

N7  [to-yo-il] Saturday

 7  [i-ryo-il] Sunday
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	Lesson 1: 은/는 + 예요/이에요
	Welcome to LearnKorean24’s free Korean language course. In this first lesson, you will learn how to use the pattern 은/는 + 예요/이에요 to say things like “It’s a book”, “I am American.”, “I am a teacher.”, etc.
	KEY INFORMATION
	예요/이에요 [ye-yo/i-e-yo]
	First, let’s take a look at the ending 예요/이에요 [ye-yo/i-e-yo]. 예요/이에요 is used at the end of a sentence and is similar to the English word ‘is’ in the sense of ‘is equal to’. To help you understand what we mean, let’s look at an example.
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	은/는 [eun/neun]
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